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About The Expert

Shelley Hitz

Shelley Hitz is an entrepreneur, speaker, author and
consultant to individuals, organizations and small
businesses who want to multiply their impact through
self publishing.

And she teaches from personal experience. Over a
two year span, while working full-time, she published
five books, multiple audio CDs, authored two
websites that attract thousands of visitors each
month, and created multiple products that she sells
through her website and at her speaking

engagements.

www.Self-Publishing-Coach.com also offers free book templates, articles, monthly
newsletter, tele-classes, special reports, e-books, webinars, podcasts, videos and
other resources to help you get self published!

Sign up for her newsletter to download Shelley’s free book templates and her PDF
report, “200+ Book Marketing and Author Tools.” at:

http://www.self-publishing-coach.com/newsletter.html

follow me on follow me on follow me on
facebook twitter youtube
www.facebook.com/selfpublishingcoach www.twitter.com/self publish www.youtube.com/selfpublishingcoach
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Your Self Publishing Checklist

Helping YOU Get Published and Noticed!
Self-Publishing-Coach.com

To Do:

Notes:

Writing

O Format book template

Download free templates here.

If you want to publish ebooks, I highly recommend
starting with certain formatting for ebooks from the
beginning. This will save you time later when
formatting your book for the various types of ebook
readers.

O Finish your first draft

80% of people say they want to write a book “some
day” and very few actually finish it! Be one of the
people that takes action and finishes your book. It
may take sacrifice and commitment, but it will be
worth it.

O Edit your book

http://www.self-publishing-coach.com/copy-editing-
service.html

O Start an online platform to sell your
book

I highly recommend writing an information website or
blog for your target audience. Also consider starting a
Facebook, Twitter, Linkedin and/or YouTube account.

Why start now? Then, you’ll have a target group of
people waiting to buy your book when you publish it.
Most authors wait until their book is finished to do any
marketing, | encourage you to start now.

Pre-Publication

O Have your book cover designed

If you are only publishing your book as an ebook,
then a high quality book cover is not required. A few
book design tips: http://www.self-publishing-
coach.com/book-cover-design.html

You can use 99Designs or Crowdspring to find a
designer. Simply name your price, post your project
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and then watch as graphic designers bid on your job.
The best part? Love your book cover design or get
your money back!

1. 99 Designs - Check it out here.
2. Crowdspring - Check it out here.

O Buy ISBN (optional) -

http://www.self-publishing-coach.com/isbn-
lookup.html

Createspace provides ISBN for free, Kindle doesn’t
require one and Smashwords provides ISBN for $9.95

O Obtain a copyright (optional)

http://www.self-publishing-coach.com/obtaining-a-
copyright.html

O Decide whether to start a self
publishing company, for example a
LLC or S-Corp, etc. (optional)

There are pros and cons to each. If starting small,
you can file everything as an individual and then form
a company later. However, | recommend consulting
legal advice if you have further questions.

Publishing — Print Books

O Choose your publishing company.

| recommend Createspace or Lightning Source.

| have used Createspace, an Amazon.com company
and print on demand publisher. | highly recommend
Createspace for many reasons: they have low costs
and decent royalties. Plus, using Createspace is one
of the easiest, quickest and cost effective ways to get
published on Amazon. Sign up for a free account
here.

Why choose Lightning Source? More control over
costs, better royalties for international sales (i.e.
Amazon.uk) and better royalties for brick and mortar
stores through Ingram database. Read one person’s
experience with both companies here.

**Note: if you'd like to print hard back books, check
out Lulu.

O Save your book as a PDF file.

| wrote a tutorial of how to use free PDF software to
print your Microsoft Word template as a PDF here:
http://www.self-publishing-coach.com/self-publishing-
software.html

O Sign up for an account.

Createspace:
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Lightning Source:
https://www.lightningsource.com/reqister.aspx

O Upload your files.

See my tutorial of the step-by-step process of
uploading your files to Createspace here.

O Setup your Amazon Author
Central account

There is so much you can do to improve your
rankings on Amazon. Learn more here.

Publishing — eBooks

O Choose your eBook publishing
platform.

| recommend publishing with Kindle, Smashwords
and also selling the PDF from your website.

O Format your book template

Both the Kindle and Smashwords accept Word
document files and will convert them for you (.doc).
However, they need to be in a certain format.

You can read Kindle’s simplified quide to formatting
and the Smashwords style guide for all the details.

| have also created and used a template for Kindle
and Smashwords that you can use. You simply copy
and paste your text into the template for Kindle and
then make a few minor changes for Smashwords.
Download the template here: http://kindle.self-
publishing-coach.com/

O Upload your files

Upload your finished ebook template to Kindle here:
http://kdp.amazon.com

Signup for a Smashwords account here:
http://www.smashwords.com/signup

Get more details here.

Book Marketing

Now it’s time to spread the word!

O Your Website/Blog

Creating a blog — http://www.self-publishing-
coach.com/creating-a-blog.html

Which platform should you choose? http://www.self-
publishing-coach.com/best-blog-software.html
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O Social Media Facebook, Twitter, Linkedin and/or YouTube

O Virtual Book Tour (Guest Blogging) | Guest blogging success (free report):
http://blogtour.self-publishing-coach.com/quest-
blogging-success

Learn how to organize your own virtual book tour.

O Press Releases Don’t forget about this powerful way to get the word
out about your book. And you don’t have to spend a
fortune either! http://pressrelease.self-publishing-
coach.com

You can also download the mindmap here: http://www.self-publishing-coach.com/support-
files/self-publishing-checklist-mindmap.pdf

To your success,

Shelley Hitz
Self-Publishing-Coach.com
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Book Marketing on a Shoestring Budget Series
Expand Your Book Marketing Efforts Without Going Broke!

Book Marketing
On a Shoestring

with Shelley Hitz

This series of special reports is written for self publishing authors.
You've published your book...now what? It's up to you to market it.
But, you're not alone! We will help you with get the most out of your
book marketing efforts on a shoestring budget!

www.self-publishing-coach.com/book-marketing.html
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